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Severe Tire Damage

— det forsta livebandet pa Internet

Nar Rolling Stones stolt annonserade sin spelning den 18 november 1994 som den férsta
Internetutsanda konserten, var de helt fel ute. De fick snabbt dndra sitt uttalande till “den
forsta Internetkonserten med ett ‘etablerat’ (‘major’) band”. Redan ett ar tidigare, den 24 juni
1993, kunde man dver hela vérlden se och lyssna pa Severe Tire Damage live via Natet.

For att riktigt satta Rolling Stones pa plats, sa gjorde STD ett dverraskningsupptrddande som
forband pa Natet en halvtimme innan Stones konsert.

Severe Tire Damage, som beskriver sin musik
som “hogljudd”, kommer fran Palo Alto i Kalifor-
nien och bestar av fyra inte helt unga garage-
rockare. Till vardags jobbar de i datorbranschen.
Sangaren Steven Rubin arbetar pa Apple Rese-
arch Laboratories. Mark Manasse, basist och
sangare, jobbar pa Digital Systems Research
Center (féretaget som skapade Altavista, ni vet),
dar dven gitarristen Russ Haines tidigare arbe-
tade. Idag “jobbar han inte”, men gor inhopp
som ljudtekniker och skivproducent, och haller
dessutom pa med 3D-grafik. P4 Russ Haines
hemsida kan man ldsa om all hdrd- och mjuk-
vara han anvander sig av. Trummisen Mark
Weiser ar chefstekniker pa Xerox PARC, dar
tekniken som resulterade i dagens grafiska
granssnitt (Mac och Windows) en gang foddes.

Med dessa avancerade datorjattar i ryggen ar
det inte sa konstigt att detta Kalifornienband,
som ingen hade hort talas om, var forst pa Natet
med liveupptrddanden. Konserten sandes dver
Internet Multicast Backbone, MBone. Gitarristen
Russ Haines beréttar hur det egentligen gick till:

— Var trummis Mark Weiser fixade en spel-
ning at oss pa taket till Xerox PARC. Det rakade
vara samma dag som MBones uppfinnare, Van
Jacobsen, var dar for att demonstrera multicas-
tingtekniken. Som en del i Severe Tire Damages
ovriga teknologiska overdrifter tyckte vi det vore
kul att sanda ut konserten via Internet. Vi hade
nagra dskadare i Australien, men framfor allt
drog sig var hemmapublik inomhus, undan den
stekande solen, for att titta pd oss pa sina dator-
skdrmar. Datoringenjorer gillar ju inte att till-
bringa for mycket tid i solen.

Vi ldt Russ Haines och sangaren Steven

18

Rubin svara pa nagra fragor:
Ar det sant att Rolling Stones hatar er?
Steven: Nej, de hatar oss inte. Mick Jagger
lar faktiskt ha sagt att “Severe Tire Damage
illustrerade Internets demokratiska natur, nar
de upptrddde som férband till 0ss”. De som
kanske (kanske inte) hatar oss dr de tekniker
som skotte utsdndningen av Rolling Stones-
konserten over Natet. Eftersom vart Internet-
manskap ar mycket kunnigare och mer erfarna
holl var MBone-utsandning mycket hogre kvali-
tet. (Severe Tire Damage hade Digital Systems
Research Center bakom sig, medan Thinking
Pictures och Sun Microsystems stod for Stones-

TEXT: LOTTE IVARSON FOTO: BRAD HORAK

Fyra geeks fran Palo Alto: Steven Rubin, Mark Manasse,
Mark Weiser och Russ Haines.
STD pa taket till Xerox PARC i ett historiskt 6gonblick (t.v.).

konserten, reds anm).
Vad tror ni om framtiden for livemusik pa
Natet?

Steven: Livemusik pd Internet har bara en
framtid om manniskor betalar for det — vi lever
trots allt i ett kapitalistiskt samhalle. Som det dr
nu, finns det inget att tjdna pa att spela pa
MBone. Men det &r inte bara inom musik som
Internet ar en “cash-challenge”, en ekonomisk
utmaning. Tills féretag hittar ett satt att tjdna
pengar pa Internet kommer det att forbli en
leksak.

Russ: Var ambition ar att, férutom att ha kul,
visa manniskor vad som kommer att vara méjligt
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for alla inom en snar framtid. Det som &r uppse-
endevdckande idag kommer att vara vardagsmat
nasta ar, Livemusik pd Natet kommer att bli
stort. Sjdlvklart dr bristen pa bandbredd en
anledning till att utvecklingen inte gar sa fort,
en annan ar fragan om vem som ar villig att
betala for all den bandbredd som krdvs. Ingen
som har tillgang titl Internet idag skulle kunna
tanka sig att leva utan den mojlighet till snabb
information som e-post och webben ger. Under
de narmaste aren kommer levande ljud och
bilder 6ver Natet att bli lika vardagligt — och
oumbarligt. Ur teatern kom “rérliga bilder”, som
snabbt blev ljudfilm, som, genom teknikens
framatskridande, blev television. Ponnyexpres-
sen blev telegrafen som blev telefonen. Nagra av
godsakerna som kommer att utvecklas pa Inter-
net under kommande ar &r inte ens patankta an.
Vad forde er samman — datorintresset,
musikintresset eller drommen om att bli
rockstjarnor?

Steven: Musikintresset. Att vi alla jobbar
med datorer ar bara en sidoeffekt... det var sa vi
kande varandra fran bérjan. Vi dromde inte om
att bli rockstjarnor, men vi kan inte foérneka att
tanken slog oss. Den har varldens hjaltar ar ju
trots allt rockstjarnorna och astronauterna.

Russ: Strax efter att jag boérjat jobba pa
Digital Systems Research Centre, upptackte jag
att ett verkligt uselt rockband repade i kallaren
dar pa natterna. Jag borjade spela gitarr med

pa Internet och fann éver 30 megabytes med
texter. Han kan hitta texten till alla latar vi
nagonsin forsokt spela.

Vad tar ni mest pa allvar, jobbet eller
musiken?

Russ: Det ar svart att komma pa nagonting
som medlemmarna i STD tar pa allvar. Nar Mark
Weiser, var trummis, nyligen befordrades till
chefstekniker och var tvungen att flyga till
Xerox huvudkontor varje vecka, brukade han ta
ett nattflyg och sedan sova under ett (ledigt)
skrivbord tills styrelsemétet borjade, och daref-
ter flyga tillbaka pa eftermiddagen fér att hinna
repa med bandet samma kvall. Det har hant att
Mark, basisten, har kommit till repningen direkt
fran flygplatsen efter att ha presenterat en
avhandling i matematik i Europa. Steven kanske
har uttryckt det bast: “Nu vet jag varfor jag tog
min doktorsgrad: Det var for att spela med
Severe Tire Damage”. Alla i bandet ar ledande
inom sitt omrdde (utom jag, jag har inte arbetat
pa manga dr) och jobbar hart for att behalla den
positionen. Vi vet att STD suger, men det suger
pa ett sant nytt och intressant satt...

Steven: Aven om vi alla tar vart arbete pa
allvar, sa vet vi att man bor ta néjet pa allvar
ocksa, for att inte bli tokig. Bandet ar valdigt
viktigt. Jag, till exempel, skulle hellre sdaga upp
mig fran jobbet &n sluta i bandet.

Hur stor publik har era Internetkonserter?

Steven: Storst publik hade vi nar vi virmde

“Vi kommer aldrig att dela scen
med Rolling Stones — forutom

pa Internet”

Russ Haines, gitarrist i Severe Tire Damage

dem, och med tiden repade vi lite mer regelbun-
det istallet for frenetiskt dagen innan konserter.
Nar vi blev battre musiker, bérjade vi spela latar
med hégre musikalisk kvalitet. Istdllet for att
spela “John Wayne was a Nazi” och “Corporate
Deathburger” forsokte vi hitta sanger som bade
gick att dansa till och var tilirackligt enkla att
spela. Under den hér tiden var vi alla ungkarlar
och hade inget battre fér oss an att spendera
pengar pa onodiga prylar. Musikleksaker ar
bland det onddigaste man kan kdpa. Enorma
hogtalare, tradlosa sdndare, ljudeffekter — inget
var for absurt. Andra vanner borjade ocksa ldgga
tid och pengar pa vart band. Brad, var ljus- och
natverks-trollkarl, byggde ett tradlost fijarrstyrt
scenbelysningssystem. Vi hade stroboskop,
sirener, fargade spotlights. Sedan skaffade vi en
rokmaskin. Var MBone-expert Lance kunde inte
sluta leka med den. Var sangare Steven ville inte
lata sig utklassas av gitarristen och basisten, sa
han kopte en Apple Powerbook som bara skulle
anvandas for att lagra sangtexter. Steve letade
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upp for Rolling Stones. Vi berdknar att nagra
tusen tittade (eftersom hundra sajter var upp-
kopplade). Vart allra forsta MBone-upptradande
lockade bara ett fatal tittare, men ndgra sa langt
bort som i Australien. Aven om Internetkonser-
terna inte gjorde oss till ndgon internationell
succé, ar vi valkanda i datorkretsar. Nastan alla
programmerare och datoringenjérer som jag
trdffar idag har faktiskt hort talas om bandet.

Russ: Nyligen intervjuades vi av ett kore-
anskt TV-team!

Kan detta vara ett satt for okdnda band att
hitta en storre publik?

Russ: Man kanske ska se det som en
studentradiostation: Ett stdlle dar man kan
lyssna pa en massa udda saker, dar en del av det
kanske har ett bestaende varde. Det finns redan
webplatser som fungerar som radiostationer,
och som spelar den badsta independent-musiken
i varlden. Men lika lite som ordbehandiaren
gjorde alla till stora forfattare eller desktop
publishing envar till formgivare och tidningsut-

Fakta om MBone

Multicast Backbone, MBone, ar ett virtuellt
natverk pa Internet. Det anvands till att
sanda (utrymmeskravande} ljud och bild i
realtid over Natet. For att sadana utsand-
ningar skall vara mojliga att genomféra,
krdvs ett snabbt och smidigt system for att
skicka informationen. Darfér konstruerades
MBone. Den forsta sdandningen gjordes
mellan Stanford-universitetet och forsk-
ningsforetaget BBN ar 1988. | det nya Inter-
netprotokollet (IPv6) kommer multicasting
att inga.

Mer information om MBone hittas pa MBone
Information Web: http://www.mbone.com
Las mer om IP Multicasting Initiative, IPMI,
pa: http://www.stardust.com/multi

givare, kommer mojligheten att distribuera
musik och upptrada via Internet att gora alla till
Paganinis och Marcel Marceaus. Men det ger
trots allt de flesta, som tycker att de har ndgot
att saga, en chans. Det finns gott om plats for
alla, och vi ser fram emot att snart se er andra
upptrada pa Natet!

Vad har ni for framtidsplaner?

Steven: Efter en livekonsert den 8 januari,
utsand fran Anaheim i Kalifornien {dar Disney-
land ligger) under Usenix-konferensen, har vi
inget spikat. Men vi kommer helt sakert att géra
fler MBone-shower (hittills har vi gjort ndstan
tva dussin).

Pa Severe Tire Damages webplats kan man bland annat

kolla in tidigare Internetkonserter samt bestélla deras

nya CD. Man kan sjalv vilja vilka latar man vill ha med.
http://www.std.org/

e-post: band@std.org

Bandmedlemmarnas personliga hemsidor:

Steven Rubin: http://www.research.apple.com/
personal/strubin/

Mark Manasse: http://www.research.digital.
com/SRC/personal/Mark_Manasse/home.html

Russ Haines: http://www.std.org/low/rhaines.html

Mark Weiser: http://www.ubicomp.com/

hypertext/weiser/weiser.html

Har hittar du aktuella MBonekonserter och konferenser:
http://www.cilea.it/MBone/agenda.html

En guide till livekonserter pa Natet:
http://events.yahoo.com/

Arts_and_Entertainment/Music/
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When Rolling Stones announced their performance on Nov 18, 1994 as the
first Internet broadcast concert, they were way off base. Soon
thereafter they had to change the announcement to "the first Internet
concert with an "established" ("major") band". Already a year earlier,
on June 24,1993, the entire world could see and hear Severe Tire Damage
perform live via the Net. In order te really add insult to injury for
Rolling Stones, STD gave a surprise performance as warm-up band on the
Net half an hour before the Stones’ concert.

Severe Tire Damage, describing their music as "loud" hail from Palo
Alto, California, is made up of four not entirely young garage rockers.
Professionally they all work in the computer industry. The lead singer,
Steve Rubin, works at Apple Research Laboratories. Mark Manasse, bass
player and singer, works for Digital Systems Research Center (the outfit
that created Altavista), where the guitar player Russ Haines used to be
employed. He "doesn’t work" nowadays, but he occasionally fills in as
sound technician and record producer, and toys (?) with 3D graphics. You
can read everything about the hard and software Russ Haines uses on his
home Web page. The drummer, Mark Weiser, is chief technologist (?) at
Xerox PARC, where the technology resulting in teday’s GUIs (Mac and
Windows, etc.) once was born.

With these high tech employers in the backgoround it is not surprising
that this california band that noone had heard of was the first live
performer on the Net. The concert weas sent over Internet Multicast
Backbone (MBone). Russ Haines, the guitar player, tells us how it came
about:

Our drummer, Mark Weiser got us a gig on the roof of Xerox PARC.
Coincidentally, on the same day, PARC was visited by Van Jacobsen, the
inventor of MBone. Jacobsen was there to demonstrate multicasting
technology. As another aspect of Severe Tire Damage’s technological
exaggerations we figured it might be fun to broadcast the concert across
the Internet. We hade a small audience in Australia, but more
importantly, our local audience went indoors to avoid the scorching sun,
and viewed us on their computer screens. High tech engineers don’'t like
too much time in the sun.

We posted some guestions to Russ Haines, and the lead singer, Steven
Rubin.

Q: Is it true that the members of Rolling Stones hate you?

Steven: No, they don’'t hate us. Apparently Mick Jagger stated that
"Severe Tire Damage" highlighted the democracy of the internet when they
injected themselves as a warm-up band to our performance”. Those who
hate us {or maybe not) are the technicians who handled the Internet
broadcast of Reolling Stones. Since our internet staff is much more
knowledgeable and experienced than theirs, the quality of our MBone
broadcast was far superior. (Editor’s note: Severe Tire Damage was
backed by Digital Systems Research Center, while Thinking Pictures and
Sun Microsystems handled the Stones concert).

Q: What do you think about the future of live music on the Net?

Steven: Live Music on the net has a future only if people are willing to
pay for it. After all, we're living in a capitalist society. As things
are now there's no way of making money by playing on MBone. But music is
not unigue in that the Internet is a cash challenge. Until commercial
entities find a way of making money on the Internet, it’ll stay a toy.



Russ: Aside from having fun, we have the ambition to show people what
scon will be possible for anyone. What catches the attention today will
be everyday occurence next year. Live music on the Net will become
gsomething big. The shortage of bandwidth is a reason why this doesn’t
develop very fast, another is the issue that someone has to pay for the
required bandwidth. Noone having access to Internet today would be
willing to live without the access to instantaneous information provided
by e-mail and the Web. In the next few yvears live sound and pictures
over the Net will become equally common - and indispensable. From the
theater came "moving pictures" that became sound movies, which, through
the advancement of technology, became television. The pony express
became the telegraph which became the telephone. Some of the goodies
that will develop on the Internet during the next several years aren’t
even thought of yet.

Q: What brough you together? The interest in computers, the interest in
music, or the dream to become rock stars?

Steven: The interest in musiec. All of us working with computers is just
a side effect... through this we got to know each other originally. We
didn't dream of becoming rock stars, but we cannot deny that the thought
has occured to us. The heroes of today’s world, after all, are the rock
stars and the astronauts.

Russ: Soon after joining Digital Systems Research Center I discovered
that a truly bad rock group practiced in the basement at night. I
started to play guitar with them, and after a while we started
rehearsing more regularly rather than frantically the night before a
concert. As we became better musicians we added songs of higher artistic
quality to our repertoir. Rather than playing "John Wayne was a Nazi"
and "Corporate Deathburger" we tried to find songs that could be danced
to and were sufficiently simple to play. During this time we were all
bachelors and had nothing better to do than spending money on
unnecessary stuff. Music toys are about the most unnecessary stuff you
can buy. Enormous loud speakers, wireless transmitters, sound effects -
nothing was too absurd. Some friends also started spending time and
money on our band. Brad, our light and network magician, built a new
wireless remote controlled stage lighting system. We hade strobes,
bullhorns, multi-coleored spot lights. Then we acquired a fog machine.
Lance, our MBone expert, never stopped plaing with it. Steven, our lead
singer, didn't want to be outdone by the cothers, so he bought an Apple
Powerbook only for storing the music. Steven searched the Internet and
found over 30 MBytes of song texts. He can find every song we've ever
attempted playing.

Q: What do you take most seriously, your jobs of the music?

Russ: It is hard to find anything that the members of STD take
seriously. When Mark Weiser recently was promoted to Chief Technologist,
and has to fly to Xerox Corporate offices every week he used to take a
red-eye and then sleep under an (un-occcupied) desk until the board
meeting started. After the meeting he'd fly back that very afternoon in
order to rehearse with the band the same evening. It has happened that
Mark, the bass player, has come to the rehearsal straight from the
airport after having made a presentation of some mathematical thesis in
Europe. Steven might have expressed this the best: "I got my PhD just to
be allowed to play with Severe Tire Damage". Everyone in the band is an
authority in his field (except I, I haven't worked for years) and works
had to maintain that position. STD pulls, but it pulls in new and
interesting ways...

Steven: Even if we all take our jobs seriously we know to take the fun
seriously as well. If you don't, vou go crazy. The band is very
important. I, for example, would rather quit my job than leave the band.

Q: What is the attendance at your Internet concerts?

Steven: Our best turnout was when we were the warm-up band for the
Rolling Stones. We estimate about a thousand people (couple of hundred
sites). Our very first MBone performance had very few spectators,
however, a few of them from as far as Australia. The Internet concerts
did not make us internationally well-known, however we are well-known in
computing circles. Almost every programmer and computer scientist that I
‘meet has heard of us.

Russ: We were recntly interviewed by Korean TV!

Q: Might this be a way for unknown groups to find a bigger audience?
Russ: View it as a college radio station: A place where you can listen
to a lot of odd stuff, some of it, maybe, of lasting value. There are
already Web sites that function like radio stations. They play the
world’s best independent music. But just as word processors didn’t make
everyone a great author or desktop publishing didn’t make everyone a
great publisher, the possibility to publish music or perform via the
Internet will not make everyone a Paganini or a Marcel Marceau. But it
gives everyone who thinks that (s)he has something to say a fighting
chance. There is room for everyone, and we are looking forward to seeing
all you out there perform on the Net.

Q:what are your plans for the future?

Steven: After a live concert on January 8, broadcast from Anaheim, CA,
(the Disneyland site), during the Usenix conference, nothing is planned.
But we’'ll surely do more MBone shows. We’'re up to almost two dozen of
them,



